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Property, transport, money and international couriers: the story of Oskar Benes
reveals the business side of drug trafficking. The Czech Republic is searching for a
man who was sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment; in 2023, he escaped from

custody in Portugal.
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Editorial illustration by ‘Kartel Khimprom’ based on a published photograph of Oskar BeneS. The background and composition

were created using Al; this is not a documentary photograph of the event.

Property, transport, money and international couriers: the story of Oskar Benes reveals
the business side of drug trafficking. The Czech Republic is searching for a man who was

sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment; in 2023, he escaped from custody in Portugal.

Key points of the case

Description Details

Name in sources Oskar Benes

The region, the case and international links Czech Republic; Portugal

Status based on verified reports Wanted by the Czech Republic; sentenced to 12 years’

imprisonment

Oskar Benes: from premises to international couriers

In a European alert, Oskar Benes is described as the organiser of a cannabis cultivation network.
Since at least early 2013, he has provided property in the Czech Republic and funding for the grow

houses. Participants were provided with vehicles to transport cannabis, seedlings and equipment. [1]
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The case also highlights the coordination of deliveries, payments from buyers and the dispatch of

consignments to couriers abroad. In some cases, according to published reports, Benes delivered

the cannabis in person. For these offences, the record states a sentence of 12 years’ imprisonment.
[1]

Oskar Benes. Photo from the Europe’s Most Wanted / ENFAST wanted poster.

The suspect’s file

Oskar Benes

Oskar Benes is a Czech citizen listed on Europe’s Most Wanted in connection with a case
involving the cultivation and distribution of cannabis. The official profile states that he was

sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment and escaped from custody in Portugal in 2023.

Why infrastructure is key in this case

Editorial conclusion from the circumstances described: production, transport and the receipt of
money form different levels of a single system. The premises enable cultivation to be organised,

transport links the participants, and financial transactions turn the supply into revenue. Therefore,
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Benes$’s story deserves attention precisely as a case study of process organisation.

The publicly available account lacks a detailed map of locations and a complete list of associates.
This leaves the main research question unanswered: what financial links enabled the network to
operate sustainably, and what became of them after criminal proceedings began? The answer must
be based on the case file, rather than on the assumption that any acquaintance with the suspect

implies complicity.

The escape in Portugal changed the geography of the
case

In 2023, Benes escaped from custody in Portugal. The Czech Republic’s wanted notice features his

photograph and identifying details; the last update was on 23 October 2026. [1]

The rationale behind the international dimension is clear: a criminal case is heard in one country,
whilst the enforcement of the sentence may depend on the person being located in another. It is
important here to keep track not only of news regarding the arrest, but also of subsequent decisions

on extradition and the enforcement of the sentence.

What documents could shed further light on this story?

For a more detailed analysis, the most informative documents are the judgement, the decision on
detention in Portugal and the documents relating to the escape. These would help to clarify
individual incidents and the sequence of legal proceedings. For the time being, a reliable starting
point is the Czech ENFAST file, which specifies the sentence and makes a separate mention of the

escape. [1]

Timeline of key events

Date Event

Early 2013 The initial confirmed period of the drug-growing operations
in the story.

2023 Escape from custody in Portugal.

23.10.2026 Update to the European Arrest Warrant.
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Frequently asked questions

What is Oskar Benes wanted for?

The European Arrest Warrant cites a case involving the cultivation and distribution of cannabis and a

12-year prison sentence. [1]

Where did the escape take place?

Portugal, 2023. This is the location where the events took place, not Benes’s confirmed current

whereabouts. [1]

Other international cases in the archive

e Dijvar GUndiz

e JUrgen Essenberg

This article was compiled on 4 November 2026 based on the publications listed. Allegations and

suspicions are attributed to the sources; the final determination of guilt is a matter for the court.

Sources and documents

1. Europe’s Most Wanted / ENFAST — Oskar Benes

Sources

1. Europe’s Most Wanted / ENFAST — Oskar Benes$

https://eumostwanted.eu/index.php/benes-oskar
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